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RAFFLES HOTEL SITE 

325. Dr J.M. WOOLLARD to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure:   
I have a supplementary question.  Will the minister address the issue of third-party appeals?  Is the minister 
denying what was written in the newspaper; that is, that she is against high-density proposals? 
The SPEAKER:  Perhaps the minister will answer the first part of that question.   
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
Thank you, Mr Speaker.  The position of third-party appeals is that when we went to the last election, we were 
very clear that, firstly, we would remove ministerial appeals, and we have done that.  Secondly, we promised to 
allow third parties to be heard in the expanded Town Planning Appeal Tribunal.  It was very clear that we did 
not commit ourselves to third-party appeals.  We produced a paper on our position that we had developed in 
opposition a year prior to the election.  We worked with all the industry, environmental and community groups.  
There was a general endorsement of the package we proposed.  We have said that once the tribunal is up and 
running for a minimum of six months, we are prepared to talk to all the stakeholders about the prospect of third-
party appeals.  I made that clear in the debate and I am puzzled that the member is not aware of it.  This is not a 
simple issue that can be given a yes or no answer.  Much of the experience in the eastern States, for example, has 
been that commercial rivals will fund bogus community groups to lodge third-party appeals against particular 
developments.  We are not prepared to allow that circumstance to occur.  We have said that we would sit down 
with all the stakeholders and come up with a position on that matter on which we can move forward.  We will do 
the same with the third-party appeals issue.  However, we first want to see how well our new expanded and more 
flexible Town Planning Appeal Tribunal works.   
 


